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mob of Smyrna, maddened with hate and fear, massacred
all the Greeks they met in the streets. Similar assaults
occurred in other cities of the Empire, while the ill-starred
inhabitants of the Morea found themselves exposed to the
merciless brutality of the Turco-Albanians for ten whole
years.

In the peace which the Tsarina concluded with the
Sultan no provision whatever was made for her allies.

Such was the end of this Russian effort for the Libera-
tion of the Greeks:

Lone, lost, abandon 'd in their utmost need

By Christians unto whom they gave their creed,

they were left to ruminate on the ways of diplomacy.

But popular superstitions die hard. Despite their
terrible lesson, many Greeks continued to flatter them-
selves with hopes that the ruler of the " blond race " would
one day destroy the House of Osman and free them from
servitude. Encouraged by Catherine's agents and exas-
perated by their sufferings, the inhabitants of the Morea
were once more tempted to rise in 1780 ; and Catherine,
by sending her fleet again into the Mediterranean, renewed
the delusive prospect of succour. But again the promise
proved empty, and the Turks renewed their oppression.
The faith of most Greeks broke down under these
repeated desertions. Muscovite assurances had been
touched and found base metal. The ruler of Russia was,
indeed, an instrument of the divine vengeance, but in a
totally different sense.

In the next Russo-Turkish War (1788-1792) the great
body of the Greek people refused to let themselves be
massacred to oblige Catherine, and she transferred her
intrigues from Greece proper to Epirus and the Archipe-
lago. The Souliotes and some of the islanders were induced